
LLESA Golf NG Local Rules

July 30, 2024

Unless otherwise stated, the set of local rules contained in this document apply in all LLESA Golf NG events,

including monthly tournaments, summer match play, and twilight golf league.



Lost Ball and Out of Bounds

As of 2019, USGA allows for a local rule that provides an alternative to playing a provisional ball when a ball is

suspected to be lost or out of bounds. Our club has adopted this rule for all of our competitions.

In this case, the player estimates where the lost ball finished or where it crossed out of bounds, moves to the

nearest spot at the edge of the fairway, no closer to the hole, and then drops within two club lengths. The

penalty for this is two strokes (one penalty stroke + one drop). This is the same as if the player had re-teed

and hit their second tee shot to where the ball is dropped. See the graphic below.

As an example, if the tee shot goes out of bounds, the player counts one penalty stroke and a drop, and will

thus play their fourth shot after dropping (tee shot + penalty stroke + drop = three strokes).

Note that if the player chooses to play a provisional ball instead, then this stroke-and-distance option is not

available for the original ball, but can be applied to the provisional ball if it also is lost or out of bounds. The

player will in this case play their sixth shot after dropping (tee shot + penalty stroke + provisional shot +

penalty stroke + drop = five strokes).

Also note that this rule cannot be applied if the original ball is found in bounds but is unplayable. In this case,

Rule 19 for an unplayable ball is used (e.g., drop within two club lengths, drop on a line with the pin, or re-tee).
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https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/rules-of-golf/rule-19.html


Preferred Lies (Winter Rules)

When preferred lies (aka. ‘winter rules’, ‘lift-clean-and-place’) are in effect, our club uses the following rules.

Balls in the fairway (Model Local Rule E-3) You may lift, clean, and place the ball if it is in the fairway,

including collars and aprons around the green. When doing so, the ball must be placed within one club

length, no closer to the hole. The ball may not be lifted from the fringe and placed on the green. It may,

however, be placed in the rough.

Balls in the rough (Model Local Rule E-2) If the ball is in the rough (but not in a penalty area), then you

may lift, clean, and re-place the ball in the exact same spot, recreating the lie (e.g., replace it deep into the

rough if that’s where you found it).

Balls in bunkers If the ball is in a bunker, then you may not lift or clean the ball. If the ball is in standing

water, then you get to take free relief inside the bunker by dropping at the nearest point of relief. If the

whole bunker is filled with water, you get to take maximum relief, at the point with the least amount of water.

You may also, under the penalty of one stroke, drop outside the bunker on a line with the pin, no closer to the

hole. See Rule 16.1c.

Course Damage

In case of soggy conditions, e.g., due to rain or over watering, there may be occasional man-made course

damage such as tire tracks or footprints where the ground is deformed. Such areas, when not marked, are to

be treated as ground under repair, for which the player recieves free relief (drop at nearest point of relief, no

closer to the hole). See Model Local Rule F-4. Note: Course damage does not include bent grass in the

rough, divots, footprints in bunkers, dirt patches or ruts from natural causes, or merely soggy ground (which is

covered by casual water rules).

Left: Course damage caused by tire tracks (free relief). Right: Natural dirt patch (no relief unless marked).
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https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/committee-procedures/rule-8.html#_6f091deb-03c2-4f0a-8614-8eaa26304f8f
https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/committee-procedures/rule-8.html#_3e642b0a-1648-4659-9285-165456eadc93
https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/rules-of-golf/rule-16.html#_b04c92fd-cac7-4a75-a442-42790d858d43
https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/committee-procedures/rule-8.html#_99616f79-1624-4662-a802-1ec042c9e369


Aeration Holes

If the ball ends up in an aeration hole on the green or in the fairway, the player receives free relief. When in

the fairway, drop the ball at the nearest point of relief (re-drop until the ball is not in an aeration hole). When

on the green, place the ball at the nearest point of relief. See Model Local Rule E-4.

Sprinkler Heads

Free relief is provided when a sprinkler head near the green is on a player’s intended line if (1) the ball is off

the green and (2) the sprinkler head is within two club lengths of both the ball and the green; see Model Local

Rule F-5. Free relief is also provided anywhere on the course if the sprinkler head, being an immovable

obstruction, interferes with a player’s stance or swing, or if it is on a player’s intended line when the ball is on

the green; see Rule 16.1.
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https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/committee-procedures/rule-8.html#_ff25ba6e-2bbd-4d79-97f0-36a26ee3785d
https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/committee-procedures/rule-8.html#_63acc713-2e7c-43fe-8015-79e7adcbe75c
https://www.usga.org/rules/rules-and-clarifications/rules-of-golf/rule-16.html#_3b179709-7f40-4a93-9077-9276de8d7625

